Novel Study Guide
(version 2)
1. What main concern is suggested by the title of the novel?

2. What is the author trying to establish in the opening chapter(s)?

3. What is the setting of the story? Is it a vital factor to the story?

4. What initial situation of unrest or conflict is established in the opening chapter(s)?

5. What central characters associated with this situation are introduced?
6. Briefly summarize the structure of the narrative.

7. Is there more than one story being told? What purpose do these subplots serve?

8. What are the essential conflicts in the story?

9. What is the climax of the novel?

10. What images and motifs are repeated throughout the novel? In what way are they effective?

11. What additional techniques (for example, contrast, irony, symbolism, exaggeration, narration) does the author use effectively?
12. What motivates the central character?

13. What personality traits help or hinder the central character in the achievement of his/her purpose?

14. What other characters support or oppose the actions of the central character?
15. Are the characters true to life or stereotypes? Are they merely “points of view,” or do they come to life as believable personalities?

16. In what way(s) do the central characters evolve?

17. What do the changes that have taken place in the main characters imply about the theme of the novel?
